Gundogs
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he Skinners World Cup Retriever
Ewvent, now in its seventh vear,
is widely acknowledged as one
of the most prestigious gundog
working tests in the world. This
year twelve teams took part, arriving from:
Denmark, England, Germany, [taly, Scotland,
Anstria, Holland, France, Switzerland, Sweden,
Wales and, for the first time, Hungary.
During the first four years of its life, the
event took place in the beauriful grounds of
Sherbourne Castle. Then, in 2006, it moved
1o Highelere Castle in Berkshire, the home
of Lord and Lady Carnarvon. The estate
offers the perfect combination of different
types of cover and its open meadows and
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SKINNERS WORLD CUP
RETRIEVER EVENT 2008
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This vear there were 10 working tests, some difficulty locating their retrieve.

tricky, notably on

designed by test organisers John Birkett

thE l‘l‘lﬂl‘l{ed ﬂnd and Ruapert Hill to challenge the dogs and
blind retrieve’

handlers, The four judges - Jim Gale and Phil
Parkins (England), Robert Kaserer {Austria)
and Gilles Testard (France) - have all judged
at international level and have competed
themselves in working tests and field trials,
50 they have first-and knowledge of the high
standards expected from the competitors.

Bad weather stops play

To be successful in any sport, you have to he
consistent — and this year, the one thing that
was consistent was the awful Bank Holiday
weather, Last vear zaw the competitors
dealing with bitterly cold winds, this vear it
poured down for most of the two davs — in
fact, on the Monday morning, one test was
abandoned and an early finish called as the
weather deteriorated, The weather made
seenting conditions quite difficult and this was
most notable on test number three, which
consisted of a marked and a blind retrieve.
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‘It just goes to show that
scent is a funny thing and
I don’t think any human
re'illy understands it’
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The 2005 highest placed dog Skywalker
d'Aspe et d’ﬂm makes a powerful outrun
gdmhg a wer'.rrare glimpse of sunshine
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The European teams may have
triumphed, but next year we'll
be ready to rise to the challenge!

2008 winning teams
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M Mulch with highest
placed dog Mulholland
Skipper of Upperclaws
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